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Art Unit 
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All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 



(1) Alain L Bashore . 



(3), 



(2) Mr. KrieQer . 



Date of Interview: 07 June 2002 . 

Type: a)S Telephonic b)\3 Video Conference 

cjn Personal [copy given to: !)□ applicant 2)0 applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)n Yes e)K No. 
If Yes. brief description: . 

Claim(s) discussed: 1 and 9 . 

Identification of prior art discussed: in general . 

Agreement with respect to the claims f)\3 was reached, g)^ was not reached, h)^ N/A. 



Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: the proposed aniendment further defining the invention will require furtfier search 
and consideration (see attached proposed amendment, version with markings) . 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

i)^ It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview(if box is 



Unless the paragraph above has been checked, THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION 
MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office 
action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE TO FILE A 



STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See SumraSry of Record of Interview requirements on 
reverse side or on attached sheet. ^ 



checked). 



/VINCENT MILUN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHN0U)6Y CENTER 3600 




Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an 
Attachment to a signed Office action. 




Examiner's signature, if required 
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Interview Summary 



Paper No. 13 



Summary of Record of Interview Requirements 



Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record 

A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to^ace, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the 
application whettier or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview. 

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews 
Paragraph (b) 

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as 
warranting favorable actton must be filed by the applicant An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1 .111 , 1 .1 35. (35 U.S.C. 1 32) 

37 CFR §1 .2 Business to be transacted in writing. 
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and 
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to 
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt. 



The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the vwitten record in the Office if that record is itself 
inconnplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless 
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies 
which bear directly on the question of patentability. 

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Fonn for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the 
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction 
requirements for which interview recordation is othenwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing 
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the 
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required. 

The Interview Summary Forni shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the 
"Contents" section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Fonn is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the 
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address 
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other 
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the inten^ew rather than with the next official communication. 

The Forni provides for recordation of the following information: 

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 

- Name of applicant 

- Name of examiner 

- Date of interview 

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal) 

- Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.) 

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 

- An identification of the specific prior art discussed 

- An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by 
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does 
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary. 

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Forni is not an attachment to a signed Office action) 

It Is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case 
unless both applicant and examiner agree that the examiner will record same. Where the examiner agrees to record the substance of the interview, 
or when it is adequately recorded on the Fomn or in an attachment to the Form, the examiner should check the appropriate box at the bottom of the 
Form which infonns the applicant that the submission of a separate record of the substance of the interview as a supplement to the Fonm is not 
required. 

It should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the 
interview unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below conceming the 
substance of the interview. 

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items: 

1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted, 

2) an identification of the daims discussed, 

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed, 

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the 
Interview Summary Forni completed by the Examiner, 

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner, 

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the 
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully 
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.) 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Fonm completed by 
the examiner. 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and 
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record. 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

If the daims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner's version of the 
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication. "Interview Record OK" on the 
paper recording the substance of the interview along vynth the date and the examiner's initials. 
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vifpftTON v/\T^ Markings to Show CnANr.PsMADE 

1 f fm>uiaLd)- A m'^^"'^ ai^Qwinp a customer to electronically 
*,enniLgdettS?S^ electronic payment system, which of a ^'--^^ -l^^^'J"^"^ 
uvtwi.i> — , vendor to be naid. said method compnsmg the steps of. 

leaAt on& vendors; 

b) consulting a vendor database for a vendor database identifier cotrespondmg to 

said vendor identifier; . ,^^^^^a 

c) j^^thod identifier coiresponding to said vendor database 
identifier as stored in said vendor database-^when said vendor database 
ttocb iiul luLludu a ma tc h -o fm clucios said vendor identifier, -fitnns^ 
pr^f„^»^ p.,. Yn.,.nt method i c i^-i^tifi^r iiidicatiu.- a preferred niethod .ot 

nPiYmft nt fhr said vendor; . 
nhonetiS^SitihSJ^vendor identifie i phuiiUi^all^ lualLluu t. o said vendor 
d^ ^^^-^^Sls^ifier as stored in said vendor database and retneving said 

preferred payment method identifiernm d>vh.-n ^.id v.ndor database doe^ 

n,M i nr.liido a m?'"^ /^^g•->i.^ vr^.n.lnr identifier. 
e) . presenting to said nscrcugiemsr said vendor database identifiCT m a list 

corresponding to said preferred payment method identifier; 

systen) uf said user. 

^ .i,ne r.ii,T,in.tina the n f -'^ f<^r invoice col1or.tion and paypien t 



intermediary^ 



2 The method as recited in claim I. wherein said step ofj^ccemngsto 

. vendor^dentifier for each of said ^relc-ast mte vendor stcprfialher comprises the step 

aL^tTpayable database created and maintained by an accountmg software application. 

fAmcntteft-The method as recited in claim 1 , fiirther comprising the step of 
defining said pS^ayment methods to include traditional check drafting and electromc 
payment methods, 

A rA.iiaided^The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said step of presenting to 
saidusetsaidv^XSl identifier inalist corresponding to said preferred paym^^ 
Inri?i ftSh^comnrises the step of when one of said trHcastrtmrvendors to be paid is 
X^sZ ^p^ySSISg one of'said plurality of payment methods reassigning said one of 
S^Hcasttinc^d^^ to another of said plurality of payment methods. 

5 (Amendcd^The method as recited in claim I. wherein said presenting to said 
^crcustoms: sSdWdor database identifier in a list corresponding to said preferred payment 
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method identifier step further comprises the steps of: 

a) firom an identifier of said at IcdAt cijic v endors supplied by said ttsgr cu<;tomer. 

referencing a database to determine which entries of said database 
correspond identically or most closely to said at l^^i one v endors supplied 
by said use rcustomcr ; 

b) when said electronic payment system locates an exact march of said identifier of 

said At ltj& { on e vendor, presenting said a t leaa,! one vendor in normal text 
to said tBc rcusiome r for verification; and 

c) when said electronic payment system finds no exact match of said identifier of 

said at least one vendor, selecting one of said at lcaj)t un c vendors as an 
approximation of said identifier designating said one of said vcndors> 

6. (Ajn^nded) The method as recited in claim 5, wherein said step of selecting one 
of said a t least oji c vendor as an approximation of said identifier stcp-fiirther 

c o nipi i A i 1 i. trcom p ri ses the step o f when uuc uTb^id a t Ica^t uuc vcuJui i.i> tjjcscntcj toubpicuuubly 
from noundl, allowing said user to evaluate said approximation to determine if said 
approximation of said identifier accurately reflects said one of said at least one vendor desired by 
said use r when one of said at least one vendor is nrcsenicd conspicuously from normal . 

7. (Amended) The method as recited in claim 1 , further comprising the step of 
receiving a list of said at le^as t one v endors as output from an accounting software application 
independent from said electronic payment system. 

8: A lanittance delivciy systuui, comparing, 

a rcmil t aiicc prefev e iicc database a t ojung inruiuutioii pcitdiulna to at leaA t one j ciTiittaacc 

recipient, 

a ttanslation engine for remiv^ ii ia pr c feiicd ^ l aynKiil iiifonnatluij data and icniitldnce daU 

and liciii&la t ing and f o mia t tiag said rcmiKaiicu data iulu uul preferred foiiuals^ md 

a lemi tt aiicc generatnig cngijie t hat r e ceives said ajid fojivands said fornultLd icAnittancc 

da t a t o said a t leas t one mniUaiiLg leeipi c jit baj>od on die infuiu t ation stuicd in 
said remittance preference database. 

9. A method fo r allowing a customer t o electronically determine which of a plurality 
o f payment methods is to be used to oav a vendor, and to transmit remittance data paying a 
vewdoi and transiiiittin^j. icnn'tLa i ic c daUi , each using an electronic system, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

aj recciviijk obtaintnti an outstanding invoice fh)m at leas t ojic a vendor; 

b) processing said invoice through a computerized accounting application program 
to output accounts payable check data; 

c) assigning said at least uii c vendor a vendor identifier; 
ba&cd upon said aeeoujitb payable eheck data^ 

d) determining whether to pay said vendor by paper check or electronically by 
consulting a vendor database for a vendor database identifier corresponding to 
said vendor identifier, jaid_stcj2(ifj[c^^^^^ 

chock data : 
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^ relrievinu aprcfcTTed pay ment method identifier wh^ said vendor database 
includes said vendor identifier, rcti icvinH d pr cfwcJi> aid payment method 
identifier corresponding to said vendor database identifier as stored in said vendor 
database; 

whc^n saiU vendm database dues jauI i n uludc j ujtilth of 

£) phonetically matching said vendor identifie r, Auui >bdlJ vuiJ u j iOuiafiei, 

phoiiulically iiiaLchiiiyio said vendor database identifier as stored in said vendor 
database and subsequently retrieving said preferred payment metho d identifier, 
said step orphonelically mairhi ng occurring when said vendor database does not 
include a match of said vendor identifier, 

gl presenting to said ttsercu stomcr said vendor database identifier in a list 
corresponding to said preferred payment method identifier; 

h) paying said vendor according to said pi^i^teiTed p ayment method identifier; 

i} storing, in a remittance preference database, remittance data pertaining to a t l e ast 
onca remittance recipient; 

j) translating and formatting, via a translation engine, said remittance data into one 
of a plurality of preferred fomiats;"tmd 

kj forwarding, via a remittance generafing engine, said formatted remittance data 
received firom said translation engine to said at least - on e r emittance recipient 
based on the information stored in said remittance preference database; 
whe r eiu &aid aiclliod is subj^iaiitially pcrfouucU and L O iK r oll c J by Ui c and 

perfonnins and executi ng said method substajuiallv on said ciistomer\s computer 
system of said usei. , ihus e)imi naii n</ the need for an invoice collection ^ nd 
E^yaicnt intennccILa^^ 



622506.1 



-13- 



